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                    GEORGE E. WAHLEN OGDEN VETERANS HOME 

              Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

             April 17, 2025 at 3:00pm 
             
 

 
 
 
Attendance:  

In-person:  Curt Oda, John Knox, Steven Steed, Tressa Quayle, Beth Topa, Jim 
Harvey,  Andrea Aston,  

 Virtual: Beth Topa, Jeff Hanson 
Excused:  Lacey Bizios, Marlene Summers, Jacqueline Poulson 
Absent:  

 
Welcome 
      Chair Curt Oda called the meeting to order at 3:01 and welcomed everyone.   
Jeff gave an opening prayer, and Tressa led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of the minutes of December 19, 2024 

A motion was made by Tressa and seconded by Jim to approve the minutes. 
With the correction of misspelled word on 2nd paragraph under projects.  Approval was 
unanimous. 
           
Resident Council Update 
      Resident Council President John Knox reported on all activities throughout the 
months of February, March and April.  Some of the activities during the past three 
months:  went on a trip to Wendover, numerous movies, outings to local stores, 
Valentine’s birthday bash with photos taken with your valentine, virtual travel to Ireland, 
trivia wars with great harvest treats, easter egg hunt with residents and staff, volunteer 
appreciation week. Recreation Director Andrea Dixon and her staff do an excellent job 
with numerous requests from the residents. This past quarter saw the passing of 
thirteen residents.   
 
Administrator’s Report (Avalon) 
 The facility had their annual VA Survey in March and sited us with four citations; 
dry goods and how they are stored, MDS accuracy, enhanced barriers precautions, fire 
life safety on penetration of fire walls/fire doors penetrations.  Andrea stated that the 
plan of corrections for these tags has been accepted, and we are now in compliance.  
She also reported on the required staffing mandate from CMS.  Our facility already runs 
at the required staffing level.  We always run higher at Veteran Homes.  Tressa asked if 
the Veterans homes are fully staffed.  GEWOVH is currently fully staffed.  Jeff stated 
that the other three Veterans homes are fully staffed also.   
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State Officer’s Report 
Jacquee is out of office so Andrea reported that the two all-digital rational ovens are 

now installed and pending filtration system/chef for training.  Two commercial dryers 

have been installed and working nicely.  The barber shop remodel has been 

demolished, and drywall/paint is completed and pending sinks/cabinets.  She invited the 

staff to go see the barbershop. 

 
Utah Department of Veterans and Military Affairs Executive Director/Deputy 
Director’s Report 
 
Jeff stated that he was a licensed Nursing Home Administrator for over twelve years, 
and this is a very challenging job.  He thanked Andrea for all she does for our Veterans. 
Thanked Paula for serving on the Advisory Board for the two consecutive terms.  Jeff 
reported that all four nursing homes are at 94% occupancy rate.  They are also 
financially healthy and doing quite well.  Still working on replacing the Salt Lake Home 
but waiting on funds from the federal government.  There are over two billion currently 
on the list waiting to be funded.  There is a current federal legislative act, “Veterans First 
Act of 2025.”  Senator Mike Lee is one of the senators pushing to commit two billion 
dollars to the VA specifically for funding the construction grant program.  If they are 
successful in passing this act, then we would be able to start construction right away.  
Our department is also submitting a grant for the Bluffdale cemetery and the Southern 
Utah Veterans Home to add on a classroom.  Both projects will be about four million. 
The Northern Cemetery is still pending federal funding, we are currently thirty-three on 
the list.  Please see the attached handouts; about state veterans’ home throughout the 
nation, National Association of State Veterans Homes NASVH 2025 federal legislative 
priorities.  Curt asked about nominations for Advisory Board Members.  Jeff stated to 
send your recommendations to Jacquee. 
       
Old Business   
None 
 
New Business 
None brought before the Board. 
 
Upcoming Board Meetings 

June 19th, 2025, at 3:00pm 
September 18th, 2025 at 3:00pm 
December 18th, 2025, at 3:00pm 
 

 
Adjourn Chairman Curt Oda adjourned the meeting at 3:58 PM. 


