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Utah Veterans Advisory Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting

April 17th, 2019

Place: Multipurpose Room at the SLC Veterans Nursing Home

Members Present: Bart Davis, Mark Eddington, Nick Flake, Brian Garrett, Gary Harter, Jack
Kammerer, Frank Maughan, Robert Pagnani, Paula Stephenson, Hayes Stromness

Excused: Dave Phillips, Shella Stovall

Secretary: Alan Ferner

Guests: Michelle Bridges, David Burgin, Berni Davis, Jerry Estes, Matt Jorgenson, Penny
Larsen, Kim Openshaw, Christopher Scott, Erin Wynn

1. The meeting was called to order at 4:02 PM by Bob Pagnani. Bob introduced and welcomed
those in attendance. This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. The minutes of our 20 March meeting were reviewed and approved by the members of the
Council, with the notation that Bob Pagnani assumed the duties of Chair from Dave Phillips
at 4:15 PM.

3. VA Regional Office: Jack Kammerer spoke about recent Veteran related events that he has
attended. He also announced the rollout of the Appeals Modernization program

4. VA Medical Center: Christopher Scott advised of personnel changes at the Medical Center.
Alma Datcher is the new volunteer chief (alma.datcher@va.gov). He then summarized
changes to the Choice program and provider agreements. Following a discussion on suicide
issues, Chris agreed to give a presentation on suicide prevention at our May meeting.

5. Utah Dept. Veterans & Military Affairs: Gary Harter announced the establishment of a
WWII Commission.  The State Commanders of American Legion, DAV, and VFW will each
provide a nominee to serve on this Commission.  Gary asked that the organizations provide
him with the names of nominees at our May meeting. Gary then reviewed the planned
Memorial Day events including a Memorial Day program at 10 AM at the Veterans
Cemetery. Berni Davis updated the Council on the State Veterans Nursing Homes and
Veterans Cemetery.  All four Nursing Homes maintain their five-star ratings.  Erin Wynn
reported on recent events of interest to Veterans and listed significant upcoming events.

6. Kim Openshaw addressed the Council with regard to honoring those that served honorably
and were lost to a non-combat death.  He is asking for our support of a legislative bill that
would create a special Military Sacrifice License Plate.  Frank Maughan moved that the
Council support the adoption of this bill.  Brian Garrett seconded the motion.  Following
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discussion of exploring additional options for honoring these Veterans, Frank Maughan
moved to table the original motion, seconded by Brian Garrett. This was unanimously
agreed to.  The item will be placed on the agenda for our May meeting.

7. The following state convention dates were provided:  American Legion, 21 thru 23 June;
DAV, 30 May thru 1 June; VFW, 8 thru 9 June.

8. Paula Stephenson reminded us that an all-Women’s Honor Flight is scheduled for 6 thru 8
June 2019.

9. The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM by Bob Pagnani. Our next monthly meeting will be
held Wednesday, May 15th, at 4:00 PM, in the Multipurpose Room at the SLC Veterans
Nursing Home.


